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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to 1) study the concepts, principles, and legal theories related to
the suspension of sentence, 2) examine the legal measures concerning the suspension of sentence in
foreign countries and in Thailand,3) analyze the legal issues regarding the suspension of sentence under
the Corrections Act B.E. 2560 (2017); and 4) propose guidelines for resolving the legal issues relating to
the suspension of sentence under the Corrections Act B.E. 2560 (2017).This research employed a
qualitative research methodology. The study was conducted through an examination of legal documents
from both foreign jurisdictions and Thailand, including relevant laws, regulations, and academic materials.
In addition, in-depth interviews were conducted with twenty-five legal experts.

The findings revealed that 1) the relevant legal concepts and theories included the concept of
punishment of offenders and the principle of the rule of law, which emphasized the protection and
rehabilitation of prisoners in order to reintegrate them as good members of society; 2) regarding legal
measures on the suspension of sentence in foreign countries, such as the United States and France, specific
criteria had been established to determine prisoners eligible for parole, as well as authorities responsible
for granting such suspension, whereas in Thailand the Corrections Act B.E. 2560 (2017) and the
Ministerial Regulation on the Benefits of Convicted Prisoners B.E. 2562 (2019) prescribed the criteria for
the suspension of sentence 3) the analysis indicated that the suspension of sentence in Thailand still
encountered legal issues concerning the determination of the proportion of sentence required before
eligibility for suspension and the exercise of discretionary power in granting such suspension and 4) it was
recommended that the Corrections Act B.E. 2560 (2017) and the Ministerial Regulation on the Benefits of
Convicted Prisoners B.E. 2562 (2019) should be amended in order to clearly prescribe the criteria,
procedures, and methods for granting the suspension of sentence so as to ensure fairness and equality
among prisoners.
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